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EXHIBIT A 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 
 
CITY OF EL CENIZO, TEXAS, et al.; § 
 Plaintiffs,    § 
      § 
CITY OF AUSTIN, et al.,   § 
 Plaintiff-Intervenors,   § CIVIL ACTION NO. 5:17-cv-404-OLG 
v.      §  
      §  
STATE OF TEXAS, et al.,   § 

Defendants.    § 
 

DECLARATION OF LARKIN TACKETT 
 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I, Larkin Tackett, declare the following: 

1.  My name is Larkin Tackett and I am thirty-eight years of age. I have personal 

knowledge of and could testify in Court concerning the following statements of fact.  

2. I am the Vice President of Community for IDEA Charter Public Schools here in 

Austin, Texas. 

3. IDEA is a free, public charter school network that serves approximately 2,500 

students in Austin and 30,000 statewide, nearly all of whom are Hispanic. Our organization is 

committed to provide a path to and through college for all students, especially students in 

communities who have been historically underserved. 100% of IDEA’s graduates are accepted to 

college and for seven out of the last eight years, 100% have matriculated to college. Last year 

IDEA received the award for Best Charter School Network in the US and has five high schools in 

the Top 10 nationally.  

4. At IDEA in Austin, I lead the organization’s growth in Austin, including raising 

public and private funds to support our schools. Two of my own children attend IDEA Allan, 

located in southeast Austin.  
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5. Following the enforcement actions and during the Texas Legislature’s discussion 

of SB 4, our IDEA Austin community felt a deep anxiety and fear. ICE arrested and deported 

several IDEA parents and many students missed school due to fear for their family’s safety. One 

IDEA parent living in Kyle, TX, located nearly 20 miles from our school, withdrew her children 

from IDEA Allan due to fear of persecution. This resulted in the now-former IDEA students 

attending a school that has a much lower rate of sending students to college than IDEA.  My own 

daughter returned home from class one afternoon and told my wife and I that her best friend would 

have to return to Mexico because of the “new laws.”  

6. Texas needs policies that both keep our communities safe and that uphold the 

personal dignity of every Texan. SB 4 does neither and will only perpetuate the fear and oppression 

of many immigrants and their children in Austin.  

7. As a community member in Austin, TX and in my experience leading IDEA Public 

Schools in Austin (IDEA), I attest that SB 4, the so-called “Sanctuary Cities” legislation and the 

preceding “enforcement actions” of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Agency has 

adversely impacted the education of scores of students in East Austin.  

 

I declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1746 that the foregoing is true 

and correct. 

Executed in Travis County, Texas, on the _18th___ day of June, 2017. 

          
       ___________________________________ 
                              LARKIN TACKETT 
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EXHIBIT B 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 

CITY OF EL CENIZO, TEXAS, eta!.; 

Plaintiffs, 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

CITY OF AUSTIN, eta!., 

Plaintiff-Intervenors, CIVIL ACTION NO. 5:17-cv-404-0LG 
v. 

STATE OF TEXAS, et al., 

Defendants. 

DECLARATION OF CRISTOPHER M. RUBIO 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I, Cristopher M. Rubio, declare the following: 

1. My name is Cristopher M. Rubio and I am over eighteen years of age. I have personal

knowledge of and could testify in Court concerning the following statements of fact. 

2. I will never forget the phone call I received from one of my students, Yasmine

(pseudonym), this past February. "Mr. Rubio, we aren't going to be able to come to school today. 

ICE is right outside my apartment, and they took my stepdad," she said. In the previous weeks, I 

had heard rumblings that the Immigrations and Custom Enforcement Agency (ICE) would be 

ramping up operations in Austin. My worst fears for my students were coming true. 

3. The next week would define one of the tougher weeks in my professional career. I

had to try to find the words to comfort Yasmine, who has four younger siblings at our school. 

Other parents, for fear of being swept up themselves, kept their children at home, and not at school 
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